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 At the beginning of this year, Jay Jabour decided to step down as Chair-

man of the Wright óBó Flyer Board of Trustees.  However, he remains an active 

participant in the life of the Wright óBó Flyer.  

 Jayõs entire career pointed him toward leading the Wright òBó Fly-

eréé..pilot, test pilot, Air Force acquisition leader and flag officer, and aerospace 

industry leader.  Brigadier General Jay Jabour, USAF (Ret), has over 45 years of 

experience directing large, complex defense and industry organizations in challeng-

ing engineering, test and acquisition roles. 

 He entered the Air Force as a 1973 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy.  After completing pilot training, 

he flew the F-4 and AT-38 aircraft.  Then, after graduating from USAF Test Pilot School, he was a test pilot on numer-

ous aircraft including the A-10, F-16 and YF-22.  He was then selected to be the System Program Director for the B-2 

bomber program, followed soon afterwards by System Program Director for the F-22 fighter program and the Pro-

gram Executive Officer at the Pentagon for all fighter and bomber programs.  He also served as the Vice Commander 

of Aeronautical Systems Center at Wright-Patterson AFB.   

 Following his Air Force retirement in 2003, Jay became Northrop Grummanõs corporate lead executive for 

the Dayton, Ohio region developing next-generation weapons systems until his retirement in 2013.  Jay was then a 

sought-after consultant with Dayton Aerospace, Inc.   
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New WB-X Status by Jim Papa 

 The new Wright òBó Flyer has been in design and construction for the past 4 
years. A dedicated group of experienced WBF volunteers are nearing completion of the 

aircraft, and ground tests are scheduled for this summer. The ground  tests in-

clude thrust runs, control surface checks, weight and balance measurements, and test 

instrumentation checks. After ground tests the aircraft will be flown on runway hops 

down the runway at Wright Brothers Airport.  A forty flight hour test program will fol-

low to establish the airworthiness of the new aircraft and gather data to be used in its 

operation and maintenance. It is anticipated to be fully operational by the end of the sum-

mer.  Besides the ability to do HAM flights over the runway, the new aircraft will be our 

primary asset to support off site fly overs, airshows, and static displays as part of our 

outreach program. With its ability to be partially disassembled and be placed into a stand-

ard shipping container we can support events anywhere in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hours of Operation 

 

Tuesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Saturday 

 

9AM to 2:30 PM 

 

 Jay Jabour  

Retires as Board Chairman  

E D U C A T I O N  
MS, Mechanical Engineering California State 

University; BS, Engineering Mechanics US 

Air Force Academy (USAFA); Air Com-

mand and Staff College; Air War College  

K E Y P O S I T I O N S  
Corporate Lead Executive Northrop Grumman 

Corporation Vice Commander Aeronautical Sys-

tems Center (now AFLCMC) Program Executive 

Officer (PEO) USAF Fighter and Bomber Programs 

System Program Director F-22 Program System 



NAHA Grants Awarded  
for  

Brown Bird Preservation  
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 In late January we were awarded a $4,090 grant by the 

National Aviation Heritage Area for the Wright òBó Flyer 1911 look-

alike preservation.  With these funds our volunteers replaced the 

engine drive chains, rebuilt the drive òclutchó system, replaced vari-

ous other parts of the propeller drive system, and updated the tires 

to a higher weight bearing capacity. Yearly, hundreds of American 

and international visitors delight in flying with us as òhonorary avia-

torsó in the Wright òBó Flyer.  Our organization is THE ONLY ONE 

in the world that provides this Wright-like flight experience.  The 

preservation maintenance funded by this grant allows us to continue 

providing honorary aviator flights.  

 The National Aviation Heritage Area is guided by the Na-

tional Aviation Heritage Alliance, a private, not for profit corporation 

designated by Congress as the management entity of the heritage 

area. The organization seeks to conserve, interpret, develop, and 

promote the historic resources of the National Aviation Heritage 

Area. The vision of the Alliance is to make the Dayton region the 

recognized global center of aviation heritage and premier destination 

for aviation heritage tourism, sustaining the legacy of the Wright 

brothers. The National Aviation Heritage Area encompasses an eight

-county area in Ohio (Montgomery, Greene, Miami, Clark, Warren, 

Champaign, Shelby, and Auglaize counties.)  The Wright òBó Flyer is 

one of the National Aviation Heritage Area partner sites.   

 

    

     Hangar Lighting Upgrade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The Wright òBó Flyer was awarded a grant from Funds of 

The Dayton Foundation, which enabled us to upgrade the lighting 

throughout the facility.  

 
 The 30+ year-old mercury hydride and florescent lights 

were upgraded to energy efficient LED lighting ð this included the 

hangar, museum, office, gift shop, lower level workshop and break 

room, and the mezzanine work shop and storage areas.   Eight large 

fixtures were installed in the main hangar area.  Throughout the 

other areas a total of about 43 LED 4-foot fixtures were installed.   

 
 These new lights significantly enhance the professional 

look of the facility, better illuminate the museum wall displays 

which were partially hidden by shadows, greatly improve safety in 

the work areas by eliminating extension cords and work area floor 

lights, yield a 78% energy savings and very significantly reduce facili-

ties maintenance costs.  We anticipate reducing utility bills by $190 

per month!  Including reduced maintenance costs, we will save over 

$5,000 each year. 

 
 Our prime contractor, Eco Development, specializes in 

design and installation of energy management services and efficient 

lighting solutions.  They are teamed with Halophane, provider of 

the hangar fixtures.  Each of these companies was able to obtain 

excellent product pricing for us.    

 

 Upgraded lighting will enable us to serve the community 

much more efficiently in a much safer and more enjoyable environ-

ment.  It will bring the facility up to the national OSHA standards, 

provide a safer work and visitor environment, significantly lower 

annual costs, and enable more flexible use of the facility for com-

munity events. 
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Sam hard at work rigging the 

cables he fabricates for our 

aircraft.  

 

Sam Strother  

Interview and Article by Rick Gladon 

 When you visit the Wright B, one of 

the volunteers you will probably meet and 

interact with is Sam Strother.  I had the privi-

lege of having Sam give me a tour the first 

time I visited the hangar in 2015. As we were 

talking, he mentioned they needed volunteers  

 Sam started volunteering after his 

wife gave him a flight in the Wright B about 15 

years ago.  Sam said the flight got him so inter-

ested in the Wright òBó organization that he 

wanted to start volunteering regularly.  Sam 

wasnõt sure what he wanted to do initially 

when he started volunteering.  It didnõt take 

long for him to be assigned to fabricating and 

installing the multitude of wire cables that can 

be seen on the new WB-X.  Sam had never 

worked fabricating cables before, but many of 

the other volunteers helped him learn a new 

skill.  Over the past 15 years, Sam has made 

roughly 1000 feet of new cables.  Sam stated 
that when he started volunteering, he learned 

a lot about the Wright òBó.  Now he is proba-

bly one of the most knowledgeable volunteers 

and he is always available to give tours to our 

visitors. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Sam grew up in Missouri and gradu-

ated from high school in1941.  While in high 

school, Sam played basketball and hockey.  His 

ambition after high school was to go to one of 

the Military Academies.  He ended up being 

the First Alternate on the Appointee List.  Did 

you happen to notice the year he graduated 

High School?  Pearl Harbor was still a few 

months off, but the war clouds were looming 

on the horizon.   Sam enlisted in the Army  

Air Corp, the Navy and then went thru Basic 

Training at Naval Station Great Lakes   Sam 

served with the US Coast Guard in St. Louis 

performing Port Security duties for 2 years 

during the war.  His time with the US Coast 

Guard wasnõt the path that he originally want-

ed to go down, but it did make him feel like he 

was contributing to the war effort during that 

time frame.   

 Sam got his undergrad degree in 
Physics from Washington University in St. 

Louis.  He joined the Frigidaire Division of 

General Motors.  He started as an applications 

engineer working on refrigeration units then 

became a Product Manager for Refrigerators.  

He spent a total of 49 years in the Refrigera-

tion field during his career.  He started out 

with Frigidaire in St. Louis then transferred to 

the Home Office in Dayton, was later trans-

ferred to  Pittsburgh and then Kansas City.   

 Samõs daughter Nancy currently 

volunteers at the Wright òBó and manages the 

gift shop.  His oldest daughter is a computer 

programmer supporting Wright-Patterson 

AFB, OH.  She volunteered with the Wright 

òBó for several years. 

 Sam emphasized that one of the 

things that he has learned is that you donõt 

have to have a natural talent for something, 

What it takes is for a few people to invest 

some time in you and help you perfect a new 

skill.  
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Summer Moon Festival   

 Celebrate the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11, the 

first manned lunar landing, July 19-21 at the Armstrong Air 

& Space Museum and throughout Wapakoneta, hometown 
of the first man to walk on the moon, Neil Armstrong. En-

joy presentations from astronauts, exhibits from NASA, 

aviation inflatables, free activities, science demonstrations, 

face painting, mini golf, your favorite Star Wars characters, 

live entertainment, the Lima Area Concert Band, animals 

from an area zoo, the Run to the Moon races, and so much 

more! 

 

Want more information?  

Contact programs@armstrongmuseum.org .   
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